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Synopsis

This comprehensive book examines the unique characteristics of sexual offenses and the resulting
laws that pertain specifically to them, including the causes and treatment of sexual offenses as well
as the policy implications of research outcomes. Sexual offenders are often treated differently than
other offenders (by both the community and the criminal justice system) as a result of public scorn
and recidivism. This distinctive book provides you with thorough, research-based coverage of this

inherently controversial subject.
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Customer Reviews

Karen Terry is an Associate Professor in the Department of Law, Police Science, and Criminal
Justice Administration at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the Executive Officer of the
Doctoral Program in Criminal Justice of The Graduate Center, CUNY, at John Jay. She holds a
doctorate in criminology from Cambridge University. Dr. Terry has several publications on sex
offender treatment, management, and supervision, including: SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION
AND COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION: A "MEGAN'S LAW" SOURCEBOOK (Civic Research Institute),
and SEXUAL OFFENSES AND OFFENDERS. She has been involved with numerous research
projects regarding sexual offenses and offenders. Most recently, she was the principal investigator
for a national study on the nature and scope of child sexual abuse in the Catholic Church from
1950-2002, and she is continuing research on the causes and context of the abuse crisis. Karen is
also the editor of the periodical Sex Offender Law Report, published bi-monthly by the Civic

Research Institute.



This book by Karen Terry has the merits of being informative and current (insofar as it was
published as a 2013, second edition). It has several styles within the book, such as the use of data
charts, "Did you know?" vignettes, highlighted but brief case studies, and discussion questions. The
book starts with the definition of sexual offences, moving to an historical account of sexual
behaviour, and the etiology of sexually deviant behaviour and the cycle of sexual offending. The
second part of the book, is concerned mainly with the offenders themselves. It covers the types of
offenders including paedophiles, juvenile offenders, and female offenders. The third and final
segment deals with the treatment and management of sex offenders.The material covered was
extensive. However, Terry had obviously used phrases from other sources without placing them
within quotation marks (the instances | found were within acceptable practice and cannot be said to
be plagiarism) and in so doing, words were left out or did not make sense. An example can be found
at page 3 - "and yet this legislation creates significant financial strain". No legislation had been
referred to so we do not know what "this legislation" was. Perhaps the fault might also be placed on
the editors. References to authors with multiple works cited could also have been clearer, e.g.
Zgoba had co-authored two books in 2008 and one of Terry’s references was not clear as to which
of the two she meant. The reader has to check the context before he could guess which the

intended reference was.Content-wise, certainly worthy of four stars.

I’'m not the kind of person to buy books and read them for fun. This was a required text for a college

course. | passed the class with the help of this book so | am pleased.

I’'m reading this for a class. This book has some great info along with her fact backed up with other

experts.

Very detailed, shows different theories, interesting read that | would highly recommend to any who

asked if they should read
When | work in the field its important for me to know the motivations behind behaviors and how they
are lived out. This book is very detailed in the thought processes of offenders which is helpful in

assessing their life and environment. Very helpful.

Was exactly what | needed for my college class!



The textbook was late and some of the pages were not printed to well. | would recommend anyone

interested in Human Sexuality to purchase and read this book.

Very Good!
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